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UNCLAS KABUL 6761 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, AFSP, AF 

SUB J : COMMERCIAL ACTION PROGRAMS - FY 79 

REF: STATE 174461 


Message Text 


1 . GIVEN THE RELATIVELY LOW LEVEL OF COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY 
IN, AND US TRADE WITH, AFGHANISTAN, EMBASSY KABUL HAS NOT 
IN THE PAST PARTICIPATED IN COMMERCIAL ACTION PROGRAMS 
(CAP'S). THE IMMEDIATE PROSPECT FOR ENHANCED COMMERCIAL 
ACTIVITY OR FOR INCREASED US TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN 
AFGHANISTAN ARE ADMITTEDLY NOT BRIGHT. NONETHELESS, 

THIS EMBASSY PROPOSES TO SUBMIT SHORTLY, UPON ARRIVAL 
OF OUR NEW COMMERCIAL OFFICER, DAVID LITT, A MODEST 
CAP FOR FY 79. 


2. THAT CAP WILL FOCUS ON A FEW AREAS IN WHICH THE 
POLICIES OF VTHE NEW AFGHAN GOVERNMENT (DRA) APPEAR TO 
OFFER SOME SCOPE FOR THE SALE OF US GOODS AND 
SERVICES, PARTICUALARLY IN THE FIELDS OF AGRI 
BUSINESS, COMMUNICATIONS, MINING AND PETRO- 
CHE MICAL PROCESSING. NEW INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
WILL PROBABLY BE NIL, HOWEVER, INASMUCH AS THE DRA SEEMS 
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DETERMINED TO ELIMINATE MOST OF THE FEW FOREIGN-OWNED 
PRIVATE ENTERPRISES CURRENTLY LOCATED IN AFGHANISTAN. 


3. DURING NEW ECONOMIC-COMMERCIAL OFFICER FRERES' 
CONSULTATIONS IN WASHINGTON LAST MONTH, USDOC 
OFFICERS KINDLY AGREED TO INCLUDE KABUL AS INFO ADDRESSEE 
ON MESSAGES RELATED TO TRADE MISSIONS, CATALOG SHOWS 
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AND THE LIKE IN THIS REGION. WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO 
ENTICE A FEW AFGHAN OFFICIALS TO ATTEND SOME OF 
THOSE FUNCTIONS. 

4. OUR PROPOSED CAP SHOULD, AT A MINIMUM, HELP US TO 
ORGANIZE OUR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES MORE SYSTEMATICALLY. 
IF OUR EFFORTS BEAR FRUIT— AND THAT DEPENDS INTER 
ALIA ON DRA ATTITUDES AND THE AVAILABILITY OF 
FINANCING- WE HOPE TO SEE A MODENST INCREASE IN THE 
SALES OF US GOODS AND SERVICES IN AFGHANISTAN. WE 
STRONGLY FEEL THAT PRODUCTS AND KNOW-HOW FROM THE 
US PRIVATE SECTOR CAN SIGNIFICANTLY HELP AFGHANISTAN'S 
DEVELOPMENT. THAT IS OUR HOPE AND GOAL FOR THIS 
CAP EXPERIMENT. 
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